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1. Introduction

11 This Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report has been prepared on behalf
of Galileo (the “Applicant”) to support an application for planning permission
for Craighead Wind Farm, and associated infrastructure and ancillary features.

1.2 A site location plan is attached at Appendix 1. This development meets the
threshold of a major development as defined by the Town and Country
Planning (Hierarchy of Developments) (Scotland) Regulations 2009 and was
therefore subject to legislative requirements to carry out pre-application
consultation prior to submission of the planning application.

1.3 Full details on the design of the proposals are provided in the accompanying
EIA Report, submitted as part of the planning application.

1.4 This PAC Report should be read alongside these documents.

1.5 The PAC Report provides a record of the public consultation activities that
have taken place in order to inform interested parties of the application
proposals.

1.6 All feedback received during the consultation period has been recorded and
considered as part of the design process.
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2. Legislative Context

2.1 This PAC Report has been prepared in accordance with statutory
requirements, set out in in The Town and Country (Scotland) Act 1997, as
amended (“the Act”).

2.2 PAC is a statutory requirement for major and national developments and its
purpose is to improve the quality of planning applications, mitigate negative
impacts where possible, address misunderstandings, and consider local
community issues as they relate to the application proposals.

2.3 This PAC Report sets out a summary of the pre-application consultation
undertaken in relation to the application proposal, in accordance with the
Town and Country Planning (Pre-Application Consultation) (Scotland)
Regulations 2013 which were amended by the Town and Country Planning
(Pre-Application Consultation) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2021.

2.4 However, the regulations also note that the applicant is not required to take
on-board community views or directly reflect them in any subsequent
application. Despite this, it will become apparent that the application
proposals have indeed been significantly informed by the pre-application
discussions that have taken place to date.

2.5 The Applicant recognises the legislative requirements for all major
applications to undertake at least 12 weeks of community consultation prior to
the submission of the planning application.

2.6 Orbit Communications was engaged and instructed to support Galileo in its
undertaking of public affairs and community engagement activities. This
included community communication, stakeholder engagement, and in-
person planning consultations as part of the PAC process. The PAC activity
undertaken greatly surpassed the statutory requirements.

2.7 Throughout the engagement process, Galileo has adhered to the Scottish
Government's Planning Advice Note 3/2010 - Community Engagement
Planning with People. This provides guidelines, ensuring that all early
engagement and public consultation activities have adhered to best practice.
It stipulates that community engagement should be meaningful and
proportionate and take place at an early stage to influence the shape of
proposals.
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2.8 As such, the following stages were incorporated into the programme:

e Notification — contacting all relevant stakeholders with opportunities and
invitations for them to engage.

e Information — producing materials about the Proposed Development and
ensuring these are accessible and disseminated widely.

e Consultation — providing a number of opportunities for local people and
stakeholders to engage with the project team so that they could ask
guestions, seek clarification, and provide their views, both face-to-face and
virtually.

e Feedback - record and respond to feedback.

3. Overview

3.1 The Applicant is applying to Perth and Kinross Council under the Town and
Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (as amended) to construct and operate
Craighead Wind Farm (referred to as the “Proposed Development”).

3.2 This PAC Report sets out how Galileo has fulfilled the relevant legislative
requirements on undertaking community engagement with respect to the
proposals for Craighead Wind Farm, including submission of a Proposal of
Application Notice (PAN) and holding of public consultation events. It includes
details as to how Galileo has worked to inform, advise, and consult local
residents and key stakeholders about the Proposed Development. The report
also summarises the key issues emerging from the pre-application
consultation exercise which have helped to inform the submitted proposals.

4. Applicant

4.1 Galileo is a fast-growing pan-European, multi-technology, renewable energy
developer, owner and operator, with a mission to significantly contribute to
achieving global emission reduction targets.

42 It aims to do this by developing enough smart, efficient, high-quality and
integrated green energy projects, so that renewable energy becomes the
primary source of electricity for all energy consumers in Europe.

4.3 Founded in 2020, Galileo currently has a project development portfolio of over
7000MW across multiple European countries, including the UK, Sweden,
Spain, Italy, Germany, France and Poland.

4 .41ts senior management team is made up of leading energy and investment
experts that bring decades of international experience across more than thirty
markets. Galileo’s funders are long-term infrastructure and pension funds with
a global footprint, international mindset and a collaborative mentality.
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5. Development Background

5.1 The extent of the area within which the Proposed Development lies is
hereafter referred to as the “Site”. The Site is located in the Ochil Hills, on land
at Craighead Farm and Earnieside Forestry plantation. Situated north-west of
the hamlet of Carnbo in Kinross-shire, approximately 6 kilometres (km) north-
west of Kinross and 7.5km north-east of Dollar. The Site boasts an excellent
wind resource and no environmental designations.

5.2 The Proposed development comprises up to eight turbines, with a mix of
180m and 200m tip heights and a generating capacity of up to 49.6MW.

5.2 Initial proposals for the Project amounted to an up to 12 turbine scheme, with
tip heights of approximately 200 metres and a generating capacity of around
72MW. This made it a Section 36 application (under the Electricity Act 1989),
with the Scottish Ministers as the determining authority.

5.3 While not a statutory requirement, under the Energy Consents Unit (ECU):
Good Practice Guidance for Applications Under Section 36 and 37 of the
Electricity Act 1989, extensive community consultation was undertaken on this
scheme. This included local community councils, ward councillors, and other
key stakeholders, and is outlined below.

5.3 A request for a Scoping Opinion was submitted to the ECU on 10* February
2023. Ahead of the request, the Applicant contacted key stakeholders to
present the Proposed Development and answer any questions on the plans.
These are highlighted below:

Stakeholder Date of Meeting
Community councils
Fossoway and District 7t February 2023

Community Council (host
community council)

Kinross Community Council 28t February 2023
Muckhart Community Council 8" March 2023
Milnathort and Orwell 9t March 2023

Community Council with
Glenfarg Community Council

Earn Community Council 14" March 2023
Auchterarder and District 14" March 2023
Community Council

Tillicoultry, Coalsnaughton & 14 March
Devonside Community Council

Cleish and Blairadam 14" March
Community Council

Dollar Community Council 20" March 2023
Dunning Community Council 28" March 2023
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Also attending the Fossoway
and District Community Council
meeting

Kinross-shire ward councillors

Cllr Richard Watters

Cllr Dave Cuthbert

Cllr Willie Robertson

Cllr Neil Freshwater

Jim Fairlie MSP

16th March 2023

5.4 Statutory and Non-Statutory consultees were then consulted by the ECU as
part of the formal Scoping process, including local and neighbouring
Community Councils to the Proposed Development. A Scoping Opinion for
this was received on 3@ May 2023 (ECU 00004738).

5.4 In response to the Scoping Opinion received from the ECU, and following
feedback from the public and statutory consultees, the decision was taken to
reduce the number of turbines to up to 10 (around 60MW).

5.5 A second round of meetings was held with key stakeholders to explain the
rationale for the reduction and to preview the drop-in consultation events:

Stakeholder

Date of meeting

Community councils

Fossoway and District 15t August 2023
Community Council

Earn Community Council 15t August 2023
Glenfarg Community Council 8™ August 2023
Auchterarder and District 15t August 2023
Community Council

Cleish and Blairadam 15* August
Community Council

Dunning Community Council 15" August 2023
Dollar Community Council 21" August 2023

Kinross Community Council

22nd August 2023

Muckhart Community Council

Saline and Steelend Community
Council

29" August

Also attending the Fossoway
and District Coommunity Council
meeting

Kinross-shire ward councillors

Cllr Richard Watters

Cllr Dave Cuthbert

Cllr Willie Robertson

Cllr Neil Freshwater

5.6 Drop-in public consultation events were held on Monday 28" August in Carnbo
Community Hall and Thursday 31°* August in Dunning Village Hall. Between
them they attracted 30 and 15 attendees respectively.
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5.7 In addition to highlighting the Proposed Development, these events also
highlighted the proposed Community Wealth Fund (£5,000 per installed MW,
index-linked), which included a Renewable Electricity Discount Scheme
(REDS) - a potential mechanism for providing discounted electricity to those
living in closest proximity to the wind farm. The opportunity for up to 10 per
cent shared ownership in the Project was also outlined.

5.8 The events were publicised in various ways to maximise awareness and thus
attendance and engagement with these events, including:

Public notices in the local newspaper, the Perthshire Advertiser on 15th
August 2023 and 18th August 2023.

A newsletter was sent to 412 households (within 5km of the site) and to 96
businesses who had the potential to benefit from the development,
including plant hire, drainage, fencing and hospitality. Perthshire Chamber
of Commerce also assisted in promoting these events to local businesses.

An email invitation and a newsletter were sent to site neighbours,
community councils within TOkm, as well as to:

Councillors:

Perth & Kinross wards - Fossoway and District, Almond and Earn,
Strathallan

Clackmannanshire wards — Clackmannanshire East and Clackmannanshire
North,

Fife Council wards — West Fife & Coastal Villages

MSPs - both constituency and Mid-Scotland and Fife

MP

Publishing details via a dedicated website — www.craigheadwindfarm.co.uk
Facebook adverts for community council pages.
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Figure 5.1: Public consultation event — Dunning, 31*" August 2023
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6. Proposed Development

6.1 Through the iterative Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) approach, and
the assessments and surveys undertaken, a decision was taken to reduce
Craighead Wind Farm to up to eight turbines, with a mix of 180m and 200m
tip heights and a generating capacity of up to 49.6MW (based on a turbine
with a generating capacity of up to 6.2MW).

6.2 It is also proposed to construct a network of new and upgraded access tracks;
electrical connection works; a control building and substation; associated
temporary construction infrastructure, and associated ancillary and
engineering works.

6.3 While the siting of turbines across western parts of the site, such as Linn Hill
and Nether Town Hill, has been purposefully avoided, the Applicant has also
lowered the tip heights of turbines 2, 4 and 6 to reduce their visibility from
parts of Dunning Glen and Glen Devon.

6.3 As a result of further design iterations, the current wind turbine layout
occupies a narrower footprint and appears to have a more visually coherent
composition compared to earlier layouts.

6.4 In addition to this, the Proposed Development will include:

New access tracks, passing places and turning heads

Hardstanding areas for cranes at each turbine location.

Turbine foundations

Drainage works

Power cables, linking the wind turbines, laid in trenches underground,
including cable markers

An on-site electrical substation, parking, and a small storage compound

e Temporary laydown areas

e Temporary construction compound

6.5 As the generating capacity has now fallen below 50MW, the wind farm
development meets the threshold of a major development as defined by the
Town and Country Planning (Hierarchy of Developments) (Scotland)
Regulations 2009.

6.6 This is therefore subject to legislative requirements to carry out pre-
application consultation prior to submission of the planning application,
which will be determined by Perth and Kinross Council.
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